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Empowering women in the Euro-Mediterranean region: UfM Conference 

marks the launching of projects and financing agreements on gender 

affairs 

 
Bringing together some 200 participants from 35 countries, the conference created a unique 

momentum for dialogue at political and technical levels, allowing the exchange of best 

practices in the field of gender equality, the signature of cooperation and financing 

agreements, as well as the official launching of specific projects. 

Barcelona, 28 March 2014. The Secretariat of the Union for the Mediterranean (UfM) held on 

26-27 March 2014 at its headquarters in Barcelona, an international project-oriented 

conference under the title “Women’s Socio-Economic Empowerment: Projects for Progress”. 

As an operational result from the Third Union for the Mediterranean Ministerial Conference on 

Strengthening the Role of Women in the Society (Paris, 11 September 2013), the objective of 

the conference was to create a strong momentum for the women’s socio-economic 

empowerment in the region, and encourage the implementation of projects and initiatives in 

the field of gender affairs. 

This international multi-stakeholder Conference brought together more than 200 

representatives from 35 countries, namely governmental representatives, international 

development and cooperation agencies, international organizations dealing with gender 

equality, private sector and civil society representatives, as well as promoters of regional 

cooperation projects in the field of gender equality and women empowerment. 

Over the last 30 years, female participation in the Southern Mediterranean region’s labour 

force has grown at a rate of only 0.17% annually. Only 25% of women in the region are 

employed or actively searching for a job. A stronger role of women and youths is necessary to 

build economically prosperous and socially stable societies.  

The exchanges over the course of this two-day meeting served to reach the following results:  

 Official launching of the UfM-labelled project ‘Skills for Success: Employability Skills 

for Women’, promoted by America Mid-East Educational and Training Services 

(AMIDEAST) 

Skills for Success is an employability-skills training programme aimed to provide 

economically disadvantaged girls and young women who have completed secondary 

school (aged 15-20) with specific knowledge, skills and tools to enter the job market. 

The programme encompasses training in English language and enhanced professional 

skills, including computer and business skills development, as well as job search tools 

and advice.  

 

 

http://ufmsecretariat.org/women-empowerment-conference/
http://ufmsecretariat.org/skills-for-success-employability-skills-for-women/
http://ufmsecretariat.org/skills-for-success-employability-skills-for-women/
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The implementation of the first phase of the project will target unemployed women in 

Jordan, Tunisia and Morocco and will start in the coming months. The second phase 

will take place in Egypt and Lebanon in late 2014 and early 2015. The programme is 

expected to expand to additional locations and increase the number of training cycles 

conducted annually, to potentially reach some 1,800 unemployed women per year. Co-

funding for the project’s first phase has been granted by Norway and Flanders.  

 Presentation of the results of the first phase of the UfM-labelled project ‘Young 

Women as Job Creators’ and launching of its second phase (promoted by the 

Association of Organisations of Mediterranean businesswomen - AFAEMME): 

Young Women as Job Creators was officially launched in April 2013. The project 

promotes self-employment and entrepreneurship through Women Entrepreneurship 

Days, a series of seminars conducted by national businesswomen associations, 

providing young female university students with specific training and coaching to 

create new businesses. The project’s first phase was successfully implemented in 2013 

in 32 universities from Jordan, Morocco, Palestine and Spain. Some 800 young women 

received specific advice and mentoring on how to become successful entrepreneurs 

and future job creators. The second phase of the project is foreseen to be 

implemented during 2014 in Albania, Egypt and Tunisia, in addition to the four initial 

countries. The third phase will further include Turkey, Algeria, Lebanon and Croatia. 

 Signature of institutional and financial agreements: 

The UfM Secretariat signed two funding agreements with the Norwegian Royal 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Flemish Department of Foreign Affairs for an 

amount of approximately €1 million. The contributions will cover the projects and 

initiatives carried out by the Secretariat of the Union for the Mediterranean in the field 

of gender equality. 

Other agreements with potential funders and International Organisations were also 

discussed during the conference. A collaboration agreement with UN Women is 

expected to be finalised in the coming month. An agreement has been recently signed 

with the International Labour Organisation (ILO) to work together in the field of 

Women Empowerment. 

 Launching of a comprehensive mapping of key players, initiatives and funding in the 

field of women empowerment in the Euro-Mediterranean region.  

 Sharing with stakeholders around 25 project proposals already submitted to the UfM 

Secretariat by their promoters. 

Bringing Northern and Southern Mediterranean funders and project promoters on the ground 

closer together, this Conference aims to become a permanent platform for the creation of 

partnerships and the launching of regional projects in the Mediterranean region.  

 

http://ufmsecretariat.org/young-women-as-job-creators-2/
http://ufmsecretariat.org/young-women-as-job-creators-2/
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The UfM Secretariat will organise in the coming months a series of seminars and workshops on 

specific issues such as job creation, creating value in the production of handicrafts, social and 

solidarity economy, social security, education and vocational training, and women’s access to 

positions of responsibility. A subsequent project-oriented conference on women 

empowerment will also take place to ensure a permanent dynamic and a continuity of the 

process. 

Highlights of the Conference 

 The Euro-Mediterranean regional approach  

 Strong participation of delegates from the South with all southern 

Mediterranean countries represented; change agents working for women’s 

advancement  

 A perspective that brings together the operational approach and public policy 

 The multi-stakeholder approach and the diversity of perspectives, with the 

presence of 86 representatives from NGOs, 53 governmental members, 20 

from international organisations, 23 from research institutes, Think-tanks and 

Universities and more than 16 from the private sector 

 Exchanges and networking among major funders and programme managers 

working on the ground  

 

Download Speech of the Secretary General of the Union for the Mediterranean, Fathallah 
Sijilmassi 
 

NOTE: A report gathering the main conclusions and recommendations from the discussions 
held during the conference will be available in the website of the UfM Secretariat in the 
coming days. 
 
Website of the Conference: http://ufmsecretariat.org/women-empowerment-conference/ 

 
About the UfM 
 
The Union for the Mediterranean (UfM) is an intergovernmental institution bringing together 43 countries: 28 EU member states 

and 15 Southern and Eastern Mediterranean countries. It constitutes a platform for political dialogue, coordination, cooperation 

and consensus building. 

The Secretariat of the Union for the Mediterranean, established in Barcelona in 2010, focuses on implementing regional 

cooperation projects and initiatives in areas such as energy, environment, education, transport, business development and social 

affairs. The Secretariat works in close collaboration with governments and with an active network of Euro-Mediterranean partners 

to assist project promoters throughout the entire project cycle: from technical assistance to project implementation, including 

financial planning and fundraising. 

Contact    

media@ufmsecretariat.org  

T. +34 935 214 198 

www.ufmsecretariat.org  

 

The UfM Secretariat is  

co-funded by the European Union 
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