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First Ministerial Conference of
the Union for the Mediterranean (UfM) on sustainable urban development
Strasbourg, November 10", 2011

The Ministers of the Union for the Mediterranearcirarge of sustainable urban development met in
Strasbourg, on November"1@011 and adopted the following declaration:

Taking note of:

- the Mediterranean strategy for sustainable dg@wetmt adopted in November 2005, in Portoroz,
which highlights the role of urban developmentha Euro-Mediterranean area;

- the Marseille statement adopted by UfM Conferen€eMinisters of Foreign Affairs held on
November &, 2008;

- the outcomes of the UfM Ministerial meeting orstainable development projects held in Paris on
June 28, 2009, especially the Urban Development workstailing for:
- common orientations defined within a guidancemieavork for sustainable Mediterranean
cities;
- the launching of a call for projects to selecergional, relevant urban sustainable projects,
either in promoting outstanding projects of investiinor in making available tools fostering
urban engineering and capacity building and trgnin

- the recommendations stated in the reports “Teralt dimension of the UfM — recommendations for
the future” and “Urban development in the Meditegan”, presented during the plenary of the Euro-
Mediterranean Regional and Local Assembly (ARLEM)January 28 and 2¢', 2011, in Agadir,
more specifically the recommendation stating theessity to associate local authorities to the akesig
and implementation of inclusive territorial polisie

- the Barcelona Convention on marine environmeatgation in the Mediterranean of Februar)y‘;L6
1976, as amended in 1995, and its protocols;

- the preparatory meeting in Rabat, Morocco, Seper?” & 13", 2011;

We, the Ministers,
Fully aware

- of the importance to implement a balanced antasable planning and development of cities and
regions, meeting demographic issues as well asetipgeirements of social solidarity and economic
performance, respectful of heritage and concerbedtahe preservation of environment and cultural
diversity, declare ourselves ready to enhance aulithte the emergence of a sustainable
development approach in the Euro-Mediterranearoregi

- of the necessity to act in accordance with natiqolicies and regulations and with the approval o
the competent authorities;
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1. Aware of the interplay between urban and tewatodevelopment, climate change and the
environment, call on each UfM Member to define, whibis is not the case, a national strategy of
sustainable urban development in close coordinatdh local and regional authorities enabling
cohesion between socio-economic and environmesfaais, and initiate a dialogue at the regional
and local level in order to increase commitmentlémal strategies and capital investment planning,
reflecting priorities and impacts on sustainablestigoment;

2. Promote the setting up of frameworks of urbavettgment based on the specificities and contexts
of the respective countries, favoring the spatrad arban planning of all territories, that includes
when appropriate, urban renewal, limitation of urlsprawl, ensuring the long term existence of urban
areas, incorporating all the components of sudbéendevelopment, associating the residents to the
decisions and providing them equity in accessltthalbasic services, leaving no urban area aside;

3. Call on each UfM Member, according to its nadiostrategies, plans and policies, to promote an
integrated approach within the urban policy:

3-1 by integrating the urban dimension within thelev regional contexts, e.g. as a part of functiona
areas including interplay of rural and urban areas;

3-2 by facilitating social and territorial cohesiand developing the role of engines of growth and
hubs of creativity of urban areas, thus contribtito boosting up territorial competitiveness,
innovation, and enhancing human capital resources;

3-3 by working towards urban planning and improvamgrgy efficiency in transport and habitat, in a

sustainable and affordable way. This could beeadd, among other things, through an increase in
the use of renewable energy, in line with the dyicagiven by the Mediterranean Solar Plan, a

flagship UfM initiative.

3-4 by better anticipating possible effects of @im change, such as desertification and coastal
erosion, and taking necessary adaptation measutgban development and renewal;

3-5 by working to meet the challenges of a germgdliaccess to water and sanitation;

3-6 by developing urban mobility plans favouringllective and soft modes of transport and
encouraging modal shifts;

4. Highlight the essential role of architectureydacape and urban planning to promote urban quality
and the quality of life of the inhabitants;

5. Call on authorities of each UfM Member to estdblsafe and well-built settlements and to take
action in order to reduce informal settlements amdensure mitigation of natural disaster and
settlement risks, taking adaptation measures toiceedhe effects of major natural or technical
disasters in urban development and renewal,

6. Being aware that such a policy may in some UfMni\bers entail a regionalization of national
public action, a more decentralized process angirdorcement of integrated and sustainable urban
approaches;

7. Recall the necessary involvement of all theedtalders on a given territory - the State’s locad a

regional authorities, the private sector, the cdatiety, the wider public - to develop and implemne
public policies of sustainable urban and spatiaktgpment;

2



- Union pour la Méditerranée
. Union for the Mediterranean

o gl Y e A3y

8. Call on authorities of each UfM Member to relpna on the local and regional authorities for the
preparation, adoption and implementation of a cem@nsive and integrated sustainable urban and
spatial development strategy;

9. Point to the fact that islands, being areas sjitbcific features, require targeted actions apgpa
in order to develop in a sustainable manner;

10. Commit ourselves, within our competences, &ieiothe development of a national multi-level
governance liable to meet the challenges that tire-Elediterranean cities and regions are facing at
national, regional and local level, while respegtiheir specificities;

11. Acknowledge the need to promote synergies @otiors and operators;

12. Note that, given the investments required, fieancial approaches should be considered to
supplement and make more efficient public financiagd deem necessary to encourage a greater
involvement of the private sector as well as advetharing and coordination of the various existing
investments;

13. Welcome the work undertaken in this respecthieyEuropean Investment Bank, the World Bank
and the AFD to define common criteria to assesgept® submitted for funding and call for an

increasing synergy between donors; as well asnipoiitance of the Global Environment Facility in

that field;

14. Underline that cooperation in this matter witthe Union for the Mediterranean is one of thermai
channels to meet the different challenges;

15. Call for the use of existing networks, and winecessary for the development of new ones, to
exchange experiences and knowledge at the locglpna, national, and where appropriate,
crossborder level, as well as within technical,daoaic and professional organizations, in accordance
with national policies and rules;

16. Call upon local authorities from the Europeandd to get involved in decentralized cooperation
for the benefit of local authorities of non EU masrdof the UfM, with the approval of the competent
authorities;

17. Underline the need to design tools such amstitatand indicators enabling reliable benchmagkin
and call for mobilizing in this regard the requird@anors' financial resources and technical assistan
for building the national capacities especiallytive Southern Mediterranean Partner Countries to
develop and maintain such tools, according to pultdita availability, both at national and localdksy
and on a case by case basis;

18. Support the implementation of integrated pitsjec sustainable urban and spatial development
within the Union for the Mediterranean and encoaradl urban and territorial stakeholders, after
consultations with the concerned authorities inhedfM country, to submit to the Secretariat of the
UfM proposals and projects in compliance with the fire® of the Union for the Mediterranean that
favor sustainable urban development;
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19. Call for the elaboration of a Euro-Mediterramsastainable urban strategy, respecting the specif
pace of economic social and environmental developroé each state that could be based on the
following preparatory work, to be formulated by thencerned Senior Official Experts with the
support of the Secretariat of the UfM:

0 A Guidance framework for sustainable Euro-Meditegan cities and territories :

* enabling a shared perspective in urban and tagitstrategies;

e specifying the principles and core values of a it@dd sustainable urban
development that respects people and the enviranmen

« offering a basis for discussion for the authoritisaplementing sustainable
development initiatives;

o A call to donors to favour the emergence of sustamurban development projects likely to
be labeled by the Union for the Mediterranean;

0 A preliminary study to determine if the creationao€oherent mechanism, such as an Urban
Agency for the Mediterranean, is needed to suppastainable urban development in the
Mediterranean, taking into consideration importarafe networking, existing systems,
structures and institutions, and the principle @tmtary contributions;

o An award for urban innovations to identify and paimbest practices;

20. The follow-up and the agenda of the above raeatl agreed preparatory work in the field of
Euro-Mediterranean sustainable urban developmédhbwidone through the Senior Officials Expert
meetings thatwill draw up an outcome document on progress a€higwith the support of the UfM
Secretariat, to be submitted to the next Minist&ianference.



