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Second Economic Forum of the Western Mediterranean: Towards a 

strengthened regional economic integration 

 

 The Forum took place in Lisbon, bringing together more than 400 business leaders 
and high-level representatives of major enterprises and economic institutions from 
Algeria, France, Italy, Libya, Malta, Mauritania, Morocco, Portugal, Spain and Tunisia. 

 

 Paulo Portas, Deputy Prime Minister of Portugal, gave a keynote speech during the 
forum’s inaugural session. He reaffirmed Portugal’s full support to this informal but 
dynamic and efficient process and stressed on the importance of the UfM’s role for 
its consolidation. 

 
Barcelona, 21 May, 2014. The Second Economic Business Forum of the Western Mediterranean 

(Dialogue 5+5) took place today in Lisbon. The event brought together more than 400 

participants from the ten 5+5 Dialogue countries. Gathering Western Mediterranean business 

leaders and high-level representatives from major enterprises and employers’ associations, the 

forum aimed to promote dialogue and strengthen economic cooperation between the countries 

of the region. 

 

The central theme of the event was Sustainable Development and it was structured around four 

strategic pillars: water, environment, infrastructure and financing. The forum provided a space 

for reflection and discussion about the economic challenges of each country and the 

opportunities of cooperation in joint projects or initiatives.  

Addressing the audience during the opening session, UfM Secretary General Fathallah Sijilmassi 

affirmed: “The UfM stands today as an operational platform to promote regional integration by 

fostering coordination efforts and drawing on the synergies with and between governments, 

institutions and stakeholders of the region. In this respect, the 5+5 Dialogue represents an 

enhanced cooperation scheme whose actions naturally respond to a global Mediterranean 

objective.” He underlined the importance of the launch of the 5+5 Business Council under the 

framework of the agreement signed between the ten employers’ associations during the Forum 

of Barcelona. 

The event was co-organised by Portugal and Mauritania, as co-presidencies of the 5+5 Dialogue, 

the Secretariat of the Union for the Mediterranean, the Portuguese Trade and Investment 

Agency - AICEP and Fundação AIP. The first edition of the Economic Forum of the Western 

Mediterranean took place last October 2013, at the headquarters of the Union for the 

Mediterranean, in Barcelona. “Regional and subregional cooperation is a necessary condition to 

offer a sustainable and consistent answer to the economic challenges we have to face. Today, 

after seven months of the first edition of the Forum, we find ourselves here in Lisbon to 

consolidate this process and to offer a comprehensive and coordinated regional response”, 

underlined the Secretary General. 

 

Speech by Fathallah Sijilmassi, Secretary General of the Union for the Mediterranean 

http://ufmsecretariat.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/05/Speech-SG-Forum-%C3%A9conomique-du-Dialogue-5+5.pdf
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About the 5+5 Dialogue 

 
The 5+5 Dialogue, was officially launched in Rome in 1990 as an informal sub-regional forum whose main aim was to foster 

relations and cooperation between European countries and the newly constituted Arab Maghreb Union. Since then, further high-

level conferences have taken place involving sectorial issues such as Migration, Defence, Transport, Tourism, Education, or 

Environmental Issues and Renewable Energy, among others. 

 

The 5+5 Dialogue comprises the following countries: Algeria, France, Italy, Libya, Malta, Mauritania, Morocco, Portugal, Spain and 

Tunisia. 

 
 
About the UfM 
 
The Union for the Mediterranean (UfM) is an intergovernmental institution bringing together 43 countries: 28 EU member states 

and 15 Southern and Eastern Mediterranean countries. It constitutes a platform for political dialogue, coordination, cooperation 

and consensus building. 

The Secretariat of the Union for the Mediterranean, established in Barcelona in 2010, focuses on implementing regional 

cooperation projects and initiatives in areas such as energy, environment, education, transport, business development and social 

affairs. The Secretariat works in close collaboration with governments and with an active network of Euro-Mediterranean partners 

to assist project promoters throughout the entire project cycle: from technical assistance to project implementation, including 

financial planning and fundraising. 
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