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Allow me to thank you for the opportunity to discuss some of the main priorities for regional cooperation and the RCC in the medium term. After the first five years of operation, RCC has accumulated precious experience and a profound understanding of what works and what doesn’t.

http://www.oecd.org/dataoecd/45/57/44863843.pdf
http://www.oecd.org/dataoecd/45/57/44863843.pdf

Rationale for SEE 2020

SEE 2020 materialized as a response to Europe 2020, as the
region was left out of the main European growth framework:

1. Preparations for future membership
suggest that the Europe 2020 policy
goals and implementation methods
are pertinent to enlargement
countries, with a strong need to adjust
the strategy to region’s needs, making
it more realistic and credible

2. Help anchor reform efforts into an
overarching growth and development
agenda and refocus on growth and
competitiveness

3. Introduce greater coherence and
coordination into the regional
cooperation framework
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Before outlining some of the main features of the SEE 2020 Strategy and its development process, allow me a few words on the context and the rationale for its development -

For much of the past few years there has been an ongoing discussion in South East Europe on whether there is a need for a more coordinated, regional response to the ongoing crisis. In the EU that issue was settled early on – the block has developed a number of strategies in the past several years (Europe 2020, Danube region, Baltic Sea states) with differing geographical scope, but a constant ambition – higher but more sustainable growth, alleviated poverty, greater integration. South East Europe in general and the Western Balkans in particular have seemed content to pass upon this opportunity of having a more strategic approach to possible joint objectives and developing some common actions to reach those objectives. The past year and a half however have changed this for good.

The emergence of SEE 2020 was influenced by a number of factors, but the determining trigger was the adoption of Europe 2020 as the main European framework for competitiveness and growth. Being left out of this framework, the Western Balkans suddenly felt a bit isolated from its EU neighbours. Of course, the targets put forward by Europe 2020 (such as 75% employment or 3% of GDP invested in R&D) were not credible in the SEE environment, but the policy objectives and the implementation methods seemed quite pertinent to our strategic push for EU membership. 

Furthermore, the economic crisis that is still rocking Europe and most of the world has left a nasty mark in our region. More than 800,000 people have lost their jobs since 2008. Even today, at the beginning of 2013, there’s very little reason for optimism knowing that over 80% of the unemployed in the region have been without a job for more than a year making the problem long-term and structural. A coordinated regional response to such a menacing problem seemed very much in order.

Finally, regional cooperation has proven to be a very popular subject over the past decade. More than 50 different regional structures, task forces, initiatives and organizations emerged to satisfy different regional cooperation needs. While we welcomed this development, it became obvious to the RCC that we need to put regional cooperation framework into a coherent and consistent framework such as one offered by the SEE 2020 process.



Five pillars of SEE 2020

Integrated growth

deeper regional trade and investment

linkages and policies enhancing the
flow of goods, investment, services

and persons

Smart growth

commitment to compete on value
added, promoting knowledge and

Inclusive growth
SEE 2020
innovation across the board

skills development, employment

creation and labour market
Q Q
Vision

participation by all, including

vulnerable groups and minorities

Governance for growth

improving the capacity of public
administrations to strengthen the rule
of law and reduce corruption so as to

| create a business-friendly environment
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The SEE 2020 Vision outlined here is firmly anchored into the Europe 2020 strategy and similarly to EU 2020, the smart, sustainable and inclusive growth pillars deal with adding value, effective and sustainable use of resources and sharing the benefits of growth respectively. However, the objectives and targets of these pillars are being adjusted to region’s needs. The smart, sustainable and inclusive growth dimensions were enriched with two other, region-specific dimensions: integrated growth (aiming for greater integration of regional markets) and governance for growth (providing a framework for building administrative and institutional capacities and fighting corruption). 



Key Strategy actions in Dimension J
‘Environment

e Advance water, energy and food nexus
approach at national and transboundary levels

e Launch political process under the RCC for the

enhancement of cooperation in SEE in the
field of TWRM

 Develop and put in place Regional Integral
Water Management Framework Agreement
implementation




Implementation - intervention logic of SEE 2020
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SEE 2020 Implementing Structure
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Here you have an outline of the SEE 2020 implementing structure and coordination mechanism where you can see how the regional platforms or dimension coordinators are associated with the specific pillars of the strategy. In each of the policy areas, these dimension coordinators are bringing together the respective representatives of national administrations to select the priorities and objectives for regional cooperation and ensure that commitments are being made at the highest political level. This, I think, also illustrates well the value of SEE 2020 as a coordination tool for regional cooperation. 
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