Health and climate risk:

Putting Copernicus earth observation data to work in the Mediterranean

region.

Moderator

Stijn Vermoote

Stijn Vermoote, a Belgian national, is the Head of the
User Outreach and Engagement Section at ECMWEF.

He holds a MSc degree in Environmental Engineering
(University of Leuven) and a MSc degree in
Management Sciences (University of Namur). He has
over 20 years of experience in project management,
business development and EU funding cycle
management in both the private and public sector.

Stijn worked for seven years as Research Programme
Officer at the European Commission within the
Climate and Environmental Risks and Space research

programmes and contributed to the preparation and implementation of the Copernicus

Programme since 2010.

He joined ECMWF in 2015 and since 2020, he is leading ECMWF’s section on user outreach and
engagement at the service of its user communities within ECMWF Member and Co-operating
States, WMO and other UN bodies, the EU institutions and it's Member States. The Section unites
ECMWF resources to maintain and increase user uptake, satisfaction and experience, to explore
partnerships and opportunities to unlock new potential applications and to provide training and
knowledge transfer with the ultimate objective to support ECMWEF strategic objectives to enhance
impact of its core NWP, Copernicus and DestinE activities.



Speakers

Grammenos Mastrojeni

Grammenos Mastrojeni is an Italian diplomat,
professor and writer who has focused for the past
25 vyears on the societal, geo-strategic and
economic impacts of environmental degradation,
as well as on topics related to environmental
protection, human cohesion, peace and security.
He has taught sustainability and conflict resolution
in various universities in Italy and abroad, and in
2009, the Ottawa University in Canada entrusted
him with the first class by a University on the issue
of Environment, resources and geostrategy.

Formerly, until August 2019, he was the
Coordinator for the Environment and Head of the
Science-Policy Interface at the Italian Development Cooperation, heading Italian delegations on
lands, water and oceans and joining negotiations on climate and biodiversity. Chair of the UN
Mountain Partnership, and Co Chair of the Global Islands Partnership, he is President of the largest
ltalian association for sustainable development education “Isola della Sostenibilita” and member
of the Scientific Boards of numerous university courses and entities.

Carlo Buontempo

Carlo Buontempo is Director of the Copernicus Climate
Change Service (C3S) at ECMWF. He completed a PhD in
physics at University of L'Aquila in 2004 before moving to
Canada for his post-doc and then joining the UK Met
Office.

Carlo worked at the Hadley Centre for Climate Science
and Services for almost a decade where he led the
climate adaptation team and the climate service
development team. In this role he led numerous projects
involving climate change adaptation and regional
modeling in Europe, Africa, Asia and North America. Before becoming Director of C3S, Buontempo
developed the sectoral information system of C3S, helping businesses and policymakers in sectors
like finance, insurance, energy, etc. with customised and up-to-date environmental data services.




Richard Engelen

Richard Engelen received his PhD in Atmospheric Science
from Utrecht University, The Netherlands. He is currently
employed by the European Centre for Medium-Range
Weather Forecasts (ECMWF) and has been part of the
team that developed the pre-operational services that led
to the Copernicus Atmosphere Monitoring Service (CAMS)
in 2015.

He is now Deputy Director of CAMS, closely supporting the
Director of CAMS with the scientific and technical
management of the CAMS programme. In this capacity, he
is responsible for coordinating ECMWF’s activities in
support of the development of a European operational
observing capacity to monitor anthropogenic CO2
emissions.
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Francesca de’Donato

Dr. Francesca de’Donato is an environmental
epidemiologist working at the Department of
Epidemiology of the Lazio Regional Health Service in
Rome. Her research focuses on the health effects of
climate change and extreme temperatures with a
focus on exposure modelling, identification of
vulnerable groups and defining health adaptation
plans. She manages the Italian national Heat Health
Warning System on behalf of the Ministry of Health
and Civil Protection as well as the regional heat plan.
She is involved in several national and European
projects on climate change and health.




Eleni Myrivili

Eleni Myrivili wants cities to prepare for extreme heat by
developing and adopting climate adaptation and mitigation
strategies. For her, this work starts in her home city of
Athens, where she was appointed Europe’s first Chief Heat
Officer in 2021. She's been using the position to raise
awareness of the dangers of extreme heat and co-create
and co-design a greener, cooler future for all.

In June 2022, through her role as a senior advisor at Arsht
Rock Resilience Center and following an MoU Arsht Rock
signed with the UN-Habitat, she was named the first-ever
Global Chief Heat Officer to work in promoting a heat

, resilience agenda at UN-Habitat, the United Nations'
program for human settlements and sustainable urban development. She was also selected as a
EUMission Adaptation Board Member at the European Commission.

Myrivili has advocated for an environmental, nature-positive, and climate-neutral agenda for more
than two decades. A tenured assistant professor at the University of the Aegean, she was elected
and has served as Deputy Mayor for the City of Athens where she designed the "Athens Resilience
Strategy for 2030” with the collaboration of hundreds of Athens residents.



