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What is Horizon 2020?

• Your central entry point and easy access to European research and 
innovation

Horizon 2020 is open to the world! 

• The EU Framework Programme for Research & Innovation 

• The biggest multinational programme of its kind with a budget of 
almost € 80 billion 

• Horizon 2020 welcomes researchers & institutions, public and 
private, from all over the world



Why should you participate in Horizon 2020?

Ambitious research 
and innovation 
projects

Access to world 
class research 
infrastructures 

Tackle global 
challenges together 
with excellent 
European and 
International 
scientists

Mobility to Europe

Access to new 
networks and 
alliances

New business 
opportunities 
and visibility of 
your research  

Research funding



Industry driven:
Strategic investments in key 

technologies

Researcher driven: 
The foundation of tomorrow’s 
technologies, jobs and wellbeing

Society driven:
Tackling the great challenges of 
our time of citizens and society

Excellent science1

Societal challenges3

Industrial

leadership
2

Priority areas 



The EU Framework Programme for Research & Innovation, 
covering the whole innovation chain



Funding of international partners



Automatically funded: 

• Member States

• Associated Countries

• Countries listed in Annex 1 of the Work Programme

Other Partner Countries are funded when: 

• Agreement exists between 2 funding bodies

• Provision made in the call text

• Commission deems participation essential

Eligibility for Funding – General Rules

South 
Neighbourhood



8

Rules of participation
Minimum Conditions:

For standard (cooperative) research 
projects:      

3 participants from different Member 
States or associated countries

In addition, participants from any 
other country in the world can also 

be included

For actions aimed at individuals, like 
European Research Council or Marie 
Skłodowska-Curie:

1 researcher 
1 host institution
1 project



South MED in Horizon 2020 
State of Play
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Opportunities for South MED 
researchers and in the upcoming 

calls under Horizon 2020



• What? Work Programme 2018-2020

• How much? € 30 billion of investment

• How? Through calls for proposals

• Who can have access?

Almost all calls are open to researchers, universities,

research organisations, companies & non-governamental

organisations from all over the world

 Anyone can join European consortia for collaborative

research projects or apply for individual research projects

What's new?



Open to the World

Over €1 billion investment for 30 international 
flagship initiatives: All Atlantic Research Alliance (US 
Flagship); Mission Innovation Initiative – energy (US 
Flagship); Canada-human data storage for personalised 
medicine; EU-Africa-food; EU-India-water;Russia-research
infrastructure....

Strong international component in the European Research 
Council (ERC) and Marie Skłodowska-Curie actions, e.g. 
ERC expected to fund 240 more non- EU/AC nationals as 
Principal Investigators



WP 2018-2020: International cooperation flagships



Relevant Topics

• LC-SFS-34-2019: Food Systems Africa 

• SFS-35-2019: Sustainable Intensification in agriculture 
in Africa

• LC-SC3-EE-18-2019: Bioclimatic approaches for 
improving energy performance in

• buildings in Africa and Europe

• LC-GV-05-2019: Urban mobility and sustainable 
electrification in large urban areas in developing and 
emerging economies

• LC-CLA-05-2019: Human dynamics of climate change

• SU-GOVERNANCE-10-2019: Drivers and contexts of 
violent extremism in the broader MENA region and the 
Balkans



Other relevant topics:

• SC1-BHC-19-2019: Implementation research for maternal 
and child health

• SFS-31-2019: ERANETs in agri-food - International 
coordination of research on infectious animal diseases

• BG-07-2019: The Future of Seas and Oceans Flagship 
Initiative - Observations and forecasting

• SU-BES01-2019 Human factors, and social, societal, and 
organisational aspects of border and external security

• MIGRATION-01-2019: Understanding migration mobility 
patterns: elaborating mid and long-term migration scenarios

• MIGRATION-08-2019: International protection of refugees in a 
comparative perspective



MSCA Calls
ITN
Innovative Training 
Networks

What does it offer?

High-quality research 
training delivered through 
interdisciplinary networks, 
industrial doctorates or 
joint doctorates.

Who applies?

International networks of 
research organisations 
from the academic and 
non-academic sectors 

Who is funded?

Researchers at doctoral 
level (less than 4 years of 
full-time research 
experience and no doctoral 
degree)

IF
Individual Fellowships

What does it offer?

Opportunities to work on 
personal research projects by 
moving between countries 
and possible sectors to 
acquire new skills.

Who applies?

Individual researchers 
together with the host 
organisations

Who is funded?

Postdoctoral researchers 

RISE
Research & Innovation 
Staff Exchange

What does it offer?

The exchanges of staff 
members involved in 
research and innovation to 
develop sustainable 
collaborative projects and 
the transfer of knowledge.

Who applies?

International networks of 
research organisations 
from the academic and non-
academic sectors 

Who is funded?

Researchers, technical 
administrative and 
managerial staff of any 
nationality and at all career 
levels

COFUND
Co-Funding of Regional, 
National & International 
Programmes

What does it offer?

Regional national or 
international programmes 
to foster excellence in 
training mobility and 
career development of 
researchers 

Who applies?

Organisations funding or 
managing doctoral or 
fellowships programmes

Who is funded?

Researchers at doctoral 
and postdoctoral level





How does it work?

Find a 
relevant 

call

Find  
partner(s)

Submit a 
proposal

Get 
involved!



How to participate



Where to find more information  and where to 
apply?

• Horizon 2020 Participant Portal
Research and Innovation
European Commission
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/home.html

• Funding and Tenders Opportunities Portal

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/home)



a. H2020 Online Manual: step-by-step online guide through the 

Portal processes from proposal preparation and submission to 

reporting on your on-going project

b. Beneficiary register: list of all beneficiaries participating in the EU 

R&I, education, and culture programmes (search for already 

registered organisations and their PICs)

How to participate – Where to find help?



a. Horizon 2020 Online Manual



c. Beneficiary Register

• Beneficiaries need 

to register and 

receive a 9-digit 

Participant 

Identification 

Code (PIC)

• Quote your PIC in 

all correspondence 

with the Commission!







National Contact Points 
(NCPs)



National Contact Points

• The network of National Contact Points (NCPs) is the main 

structure to provide guidance, practical information and 

assistance on all aspects of participation in Horizon 2020. 

• Established also in many non-EU and non-associated countries 

"international partner countries".

• Personalised support on the spot and in applicants' own 

languages for all aspects regarding Horizon 2020 participation

• Organise workshops and information events 

• Established, operated and financed by EU Member States, 

associated countries and third countries

• Nominated by national ministries to the European Commission



How to find your National Contact Point 

Contact details of NCPs on the Participant Portal
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/support/national_contact_points.html



Useful links

• Horizon 2020 Manual:
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/docs/h20
20-funding-guide/index_en.htm

• Participant Portal:
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/de
sktop/en/home.html 

• The Participant Portal FAQ: 
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/de
sktop/en/support/faq.html

• National Contact Points:

https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/d

esktop/en/support/national_contact_points.html

• EU Login Help:

https://webgate.ec.europe.eu/cas/help.html



Useful links

• Startup Europe Mediterranean (SEMED):

https://www.startupeuromed.eu

Contact: fabrizio.porrino@facilitylive.com



Thank you! 


