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UfM Mediterranean Green Week

CONCEPT NOTE for the Opening and High-Level Plenary
14 May 2024 from 9:30 — 11:00 hours

The inaugural sessions, an Opening and a High-Level Plenary, will commence the proceedings, setting the
scene and laying the groundwork for subsequent discussions. In the afternoon and over the next two days,
participants will engage in UfM Regional Platform and Working Groups on Environment, Climate
Change and Energy, and also in impactful and dynamic cross-thematic workshops and
specialized break-out sessions. The concluding day will feature a Joint Stocktake Session, a comprehensive
review during which the two Ministerial Declarations on Energy and on Environment and Climate Action
will be discussed, and Member States will share their advancements and forthcoming strategies for
implementation including the 2030 GreenerMedAgenda, the Climate Action Work Plan and the Energy
Platforms Strategy.

The global community striving to preserve our planet and for a just transition has suffered so far with
sectorial segmentation, that separated those who care for water from those engaged in climate,
biodiversity leaders from land champions, energy innovators from those seeking nature based solutions.
These unnatural compartments reduced the effectiveness of action also in our Mediterranean region,
which is facing existential environmental threats.

The Opening and High-Level Plenary aim at setting the tone and guiding the debates of the Mediterranean
Green Week, by showing that we can change the course by, for the first time, bringing together
governments, business and finance, international bodies, civil society, youth, women, scientists,
international monitoring and reaction schemes, civil protections and more to end all walls, connect the
dots and work together on climate, water, environment, soils, forests, biodiversity, seas, energy,
economic transition, social engagement for a quick, effective and fair sustainable development around
and beyond the Mediterranean.

To achieve these objectives, high-level speakers will focus on the following questions:

e What are the key challenges associated with the triple climate, energy and environmental crisis
striking particularly hard the Mediterranean region ?

e How to advance policy dialogue, strategy formulation, partnership, collaboration and action
among Mediterranean countries and stakeholders to tackle these challenges?

e How toincrease the impact of our collective action to address these issues towards a greener and
more resilient Mediterranean ?

e How to promote a whole of society approach and leave no country, no community and no-one
behind, ensuring a fair transition?

e How to break the siloes, connect the dots and promote cross-sectoral approchaed such as the
Water, Energy, Food and Ecosystem (WEFE) Nexus, promoting synergies and making that the
“whole is greater than the sum of the parts”?
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Agenda
9:30am — 10:00 am Opening
Achraf Bouali, Head of the OECD Istanbul Center

Jihad Alsawair, Deputy Secretary General Ministry of Environment, Jordanian
Co-Presidency

Jurgis Vilcinskas, EU Deputy Head of Delegation in Tirkiye, European Co-
Presidency

Grammenos Mastrojeni, UfM Senior Deputy Secretary General in charge of Enery
and Climate Action

Almotaz Abadi, UfM Deputy Secretary General in charge of Water, Environment
and Blue Economy

10:00am - 11:00 am  High-level Plenary
Nasser Kamel, UfM Secretary General (online)

Halil Hasar, President of the Directorate of Climate Change, Ministry of
Environment, Urbanisation and Climate Change of Tirkiye

Walid Fayyad, Minister of Energy and Water, Lebanon
Masa Kociper, State Secretary, Office of the Prime Minister, Republic of Slovenia
Tatjana Hema, UNEP/MAP Coordinator, Barcelona Convention Secretariat

Florika Fink-Hooijer, Director-General of the Environment Department of
the European Commission (recorded message)

High level representative of the Ministry of Equipment and Water of Morocco
(TBC)

Anthony Agotha, Principal Adviser, Climate Diplomacy, European External Action
Service (EEAS) (online)

Ambassador Mohamed Nasr, Egypt’s Lead Climate Change Negotiator (online)
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