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Concept note
Seventh UfM Trade and Investment Forum

Navigating Disruption, Building Integration: Reshaping Trade and Investment in the UfM region
10 December 2025
Palau de Pedralbes, Barcelona/Spain

The current global trade landscape is marked by a complex interplay of resilience and
volatility. The current geopolitical tensions and trade disruptions, such as increases in trade tariffs,
are hitting markets worldwide, including mediterranean economies.

These developments have worsened long-standing structural challenges, such as low
intraregional trade integration, heavy dependence on external markets, and weak industrial
diversification. Tackling these challenges requires a strategic focus on regional connectivity,
effective implementation of regional trade agreements, improved trade facilitation, and
diversification of export markets, to build greater resilience against external shocks.

Promoting and facilitating sustainable investment in the UfM region is essential to address
persistent development gaps, boost economic resilience and accelerate the green and digital
transitions. Furthermore, promoting and supporting bankable investment projects, particularly in
the areas of renewable energy, sustainable agriculture, water management, and climate-resilient
infrastructure, can catalyze inclusive growth while aligning with global sustainability goals.

On 12 September 2025, the UfM will launch its second Progress Report on Regional
Integration, providing important action-oriented policy recommendations to harvest the
significant potential for deeper trade integration, increased investment flows, and improved
supply chain synergies in the UfM region. Against this background, the Union for the
Mediterranean Secretariat together with the German Development Cooperation will co-organise
the 7% UfM Trade and Investment Forum in Barcelona on 10 December 2025.

This year’s edition will focus on three thematics, namely:

1) Global Trade Disruption and its Repercussions in the UfM Region: How can the UfM region
address challenges to maintaining supply chain continuity, managing price pressures, and
keeping export competitiveness in an increasingly fragmented global trading
environment?

2) Trade Integration in the UfM Region, exploring the cost of non-integration and other
relevant trade topics highlighted by the UfM Progress Report on Regional Integration.

3) Promoting cross-border investment and bankable projects, particularly in sectors such as
green energy, digital services, and sustainable production — Best practices by Investment
Promotion Agencies in the UfM region and Regional Integration Frameworks. Facilitating
mechanisms for viable investment projects in the Mediterranean region.
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The Forum will employ a dynamic format that would allow for focused discussions,
networking, and co-designing of pathways of action. It will bring together a broad spectrum of
partners and stakeholders to exchange views, best practices, and insights about the future of trade
and investment in the region. An outcome document will emanate from the Forum, taking stock
of the key takeaways from the discussions.

Interested participants can register here, (The UfM Secretariat will confirm your participation
according to availability).

Updates on agenda and more information, here.
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